
Signed,

Roger Paynter, Ph.D., Senior Pastor,
First Baptist Church of Austin

Signed,

Sterling Lands II, Ph.D., Senior Pastor,
Greater Calvary Baptist Church

Dell’s computers and electronic equipment contain lead, cadmium, mercury, polyvinyl chloride, brominated fire retardants, phosphor, beryllium and a host of other
hazardous materials. When electronics become obsolete, are tossed out, and then broken apart in disposal or irresponsible recycling, these toxic ingredients can
migrate into the environment, posing a risk to health now as well as for future generations.

Last year, a report (Exporting Harm at www.svtc.org) showed that exports of US electronic waste (or e-waste) to China contaminated a large region, causing
extensive soil, air and water pollution, and documented health threats due to contamination of the drinking water.

Many companies have gone further than Dell to respond to toxic threats posed by e-waste. Dell has done less to reduce the toxics in their computers, improve
designs for safer upgrades and recycling, and invest in technologies that safely recycle hazardous waste. In fact, until very recently, Dell processed e-waste through
tax-subsidized US prison labor, where inmates work with many of the same primitive techniques used in developing countries such as China.

To Michael Dell’s credit, after a blistering case study of this ‘high tech chain gang’ (A Tale of Two Systems at www.computertakeback.com) Dell cancelled
the prison labor contract. But now that Dell has agreed to stop using prison labor, it must come forward to meet its obligations to develop a program to
really solve the problem.

While Dell has issued glowing press releases about the volume of waste the company collected during a series of one-day consumer drop-offs in various cities,
the company has actually recycled only about 1/10th of 1 percent of the millions of tons of computers it has produced. Last year, Dell sold 13 million computers.
According to a report on Dell’s website, the company recycled less than 200,000 computers last year (or roughly 7 million pounds out of 455 million sold).
By contrast, rival manufacturer HP recycled a total of almost 50 million pounds during the same period.

Dell can do better – as they are required to do in Europe and Japan. We call on Michael Dell to accept responsibility for his products – from cradle to grave.
Our health, and the well being of the environment, depends on his taking leadership to make recycling a computer as easy as buying one.

Dear Mr. Dell:

Please make Dell Computers as easy to recycle as they are to buy.

Signed

Texas Campaign for the Environment • 611 South Congress • Suite 200 • Austin TX 78704
Tel: (512) 326-5655 • Fax: (512) 326-5922 • Email: webmaster@texasenvironment.org

Yes!  I support your work.  Please let me know more about how I can help
protect the environment from e-waste and pollution!

Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone: Fax:
Email:

Michael Dell, President
Dell Computers
One Dell Way
Round Rock, TX  78682

Signed,

Rev. Davidson Loehr, Ph.D., Minister,
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Austin


